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elcome to February at North
Central College! Since you’re
reading this, you are clearly
following my philosophy—you can stay inside
and hibernate until spring or you can get out
and take advantage of all the great things this
month has to offer. I am so glad you chose
the latter! I filled the month of February
with so many great artists that it would be a
shame to miss any of them. I do hope you take
advantage of as many events as possible.
I do realize that our opening artist will be a
tough act to follow. After all, when you start
the month with an icon in the industry, the
great Natalie Cole, it is difficult to do better.
The Grammy Award-winner will revisit her
family’s multicultural traditions and feature a
beloved collection of Latin music. If you are
here for Natalie Cole, we know you’re in for
a treat. (When I contracted to bring her in,
I could not wait to see if she would do that
famous duet with her deceased father. We shall
see!)
From Cole, we head into the heart of jazz and
blues. North Central College’s own Janice
Borla will kick off Valentine’s Day weekend on
Friday the 13th. That’s bound to be one of the
luckiest days of the year. The following night,
we have a collection of some of the finest blues
artists in the world on the Wentz Concert Hall
stage with Blues at the Crossroads. The soul
queen of New Orleans Irma Thomas brings
a spectacular performance not to be missed as
the artists pay tribute to the great soul singers
of our time.
You may be here for Béla Fleck and Abigail
Washburn, the amazing husband and wife
team. Fleck, a 15-time Grammy winner, is
acclaimed as the best banjo player there is and

it’s always nice to present the best in the world
here in Naperville. Last time we presented
Fleck he performed long into the night. Be
sure to cheer him on so he will continue his
North Central longevity. But wait, there’s
more!
Come to the cabaret! I’m not referring to the
musical by John Kander and Fred Ebb, but
our own cabaret where the staff miraculously
transforms Madden Theatre into the most
intimate showroom in the area. Come see
the beloved cabaret pianist/composer Robin
Spielberg cast a spell on the audience with
her renowned piano skills. Enjoy great music
while sipping on a beverage in an atmosphere
in the classical style of some of the great rooms
in Chicago in the heyday of the cabaret scene.
And so we don’t forget our younger audiences,
be sure to join us on Sunday, February 28, for
Theatreworks USA’s production of “Curious
George.” This is THE top-notch children’s
theatre company in the country and we’re
thrilled to bring them to you throughout our
season.
Quite a month, right? That’s why I hope you
take (or took) advantage of as many artists as
possible. Why stay home when you can be here
with friends in the greatest venues in the area?
Thank you for being here and thank you for
supporting the arts. On with the show!

Brian Lynch
Fine Arts Director
North Central College

Join Friends of the Arts today and receive exclusive benefits.
The Impresario Society has expanded its membership to include patrons of the arts at an annual giving level of $1,000 and up.
Thanks to our many contributors, world-renowned artists such as Yo-Yo Ma, the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Vienna Boys Choir, Wynton
Marsalis, Celtic Woman and many more have performed in our venues. But the cost of performance tickets only covers half our expenses to bring
these great artists to the College’s stages. The generous support from the Friends of the Arts ensures the College can continue to bring worldclass performers to our world-class venues.
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March 6
March 7
March 7
March 8
March 14
March 14
March 15
March 21
March 26, 27, 28, 29
March 27

“Shout! The Mod Musical”
The Hot Sardines
An Evening with Jazz Vibraphonist Brad Stirtz
Chords for Kids: Concert for Children with Autism
The Fab Four “The Ultimate Tribute”
Marianne Murphy Orland
DuPage Symphony Orchestra “Land of Lincoln”
MUMMENSCHANZ “The Musicians of Silence”
Theatreworks USA ,“The Lightning Thief”
Chicago Sinfonietta, ”Primal Instincts”
Organic Theater Company, “Picasso at the Lapin Agile”
Robert Irvine Live
Event
Sounds of New Music Festival: Picosa
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$30, $25
$20, $15
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APRIL 2015
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MAY 2015
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May 7, 8, 9
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May 16
May 17
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May 21
May 26
May 27
May 30
May 30
JUNE 2015

June 4, 5, 6, 7
June 6

Revenge of the Rhythm Section with Bassist Jim Cox and Drummer Jack Mouse

New York Gilbert & Sullivan Players “The Pirates of Penzance”
T. Oliver Reid “Drop Me Off in Harlem”
“Miranda Writes”
Deana Martin
Patti LuPone “Far Away Places”
Theatreworks USA “The Paper Bag Princess & Other Stories”
Concert Winds Return from Tour Concert
Chamber Singers “Metamorphosis”
Event
Russian National Ballet Theatre “Swan Lake”
“Hedda Gabler”
DuPage Symphony Orchestra “Iberian Inspirations”
Preservation Hall Jazz Band

Free (ticket required)

$40, $30, $25
$35, $30
$35 - $12
$35, $25, $20
$12, $6
$58, $46
$30, $20
$50, $40, $35
Price
$15, $5
$20, $15
$40, $30, $25
$35, $30
$5, $3
$35, $25, $20
$70, $60, $50
$12, $6
$5, $3
$5, $3
Price
$35, $25, $20
$10, $8
$35 - $12
$40, $30, $20

John Michael Coppola “A Jersey Voice: Sinatra to Springsteen
and Everyone in Between”

$35, $30

Women’s Chorale “Finale!” Concert
Concert Choir Graduation Concert
Cardinal Chorus Spring Concert
Spring Great Evening of Jazz
Concert Winds Final Spring and Alumni Concert
Kris Allen
Event
“Doctor Faustus Lights the Lights”
Chicago Sinfonietta, ”United We Stand”

$5, $3
$5, $3
$5, $3
$5, $3
$5, $3
$10, $5
Price
$10, $8
$58, $46

Artists, dates, times and locations are subject to change
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Presents

Natalie Cole

Saturday, February 7, 8 p.m.
Presented at
Pfeiffer Hall

310 E. Benton Ave., Naperville

2014 - 2015 Fine Arts Performance Sponsor
This program is also
partially supported by
a grant from the Illinois
Arts Council, a state
agency, and National
Endowment for the Arts.

Natalie Cole
PERFORMER BIOGRAPHY
Multiple Grammy-winning recording artist Natalie Cole was just 8 years old when her
father, legendary crooner Nat King Cole, recorded his first album in Spanish, scoring an
unexpected international smash in 1958. Her father’s foreign-language success was a
culturally captivating experience for little Cole, who got to travel outside the country for the
first time with her famous father. She vividly recalls a trip to Mexico during which she saw
her first piñata, posed for pictures “as a señorita” in folkloric dress and most memorably,
witnessed firsthand the adulation and esteem that Latin American fans showed for the King,
a pioneering African-American superstar. “They loved, loved, loved him,” she recalls. “And I
loved what he loved. So I fell in love with the culture.”
Now, decades later, the accomplished R&B and jazz vocalist breaks new ground of her
own with her first Spanish-language album, “Natalie Cole En Español,” released in June
on Verve/Universal. In this, her first new studio album in five years, Cole revisits the rich
repertoire of ageless Latin standards that once opened new vistas for her father. The 12
lushly orchestrated tracks, produced by Rudy Perez, Billboard’s Latin Music Producer Of The
Decade, features Cole’s distinctive take on three classics from her father’s catalog, plus
several other carefully chosen selections from the Latin American Songbook.
The album features a haunting father/daughter duet on the sensual bolero “AcércateMas,”
employing the same recording techniques used for their posthumous pairing on 1991’s
“Unforgettable,” which won Record of the Year for the singer and producer David Foster.
Now, as chairman of Verve Music Group, Foster was instrumental in bringing to fruition
Cole’s longtime dream of making a Latin album.

Natalie Cole (continued)
This project, which Cole has envisioned for at least the past decade, marks a stunning
accomplishment for an artist who has never before sung in Spanish. Although her new album
borrows the Pan-American spirit and the alliterative title of the Nat Cole original, Cole’s
personal, committed performance earns the right to stand on its own. “This album is not so
much a tribute to my father as it is to Latin music,” she says. “My whole thing was, if I’m
going to do this as a first-timer, a non-Spanish-speaking American, I need to pay tribute to
the music. I need to honor it because I’m not entitled to just sing it any kind of way. I have a
duty to make it real, to pick authentic, beautiful, traditional Latin songs. And that’s what we
went for.”
The road to making this record, however, was far from easy. Cole, like her father, had many
obstacles to overcome. Nat King Cole was a trailblazer. Starting as a jazz pianist in the
1940s, his King Cole Trio was the first African-American act to have a sponsored network
radio show. And in 1956, he became the first African-American performer to have his
own network television show, on NBC. Cole continued to build his remarkable career. His
pioneering foray into Latin music set a bilingual trend that would be imitated by many of his
fellow American singers. Cole made his first Spanish record, 1958’s “Cole Español,” at the
urging of his Honduras-born manager, Carlos Gastel. Its success led to two well-received
sequels, “A Mis Amigos” (1959) and “More Cole Español” (1962). The trio of hit albums on
Capitol Records added “cultural ambassador” to his accomplishments. He was embraced by
Latin American fans, despite his marked American accent in Spanish. Cole did not survive to
see his daughter follow in his footsteps with her own solo career. He died of cancer in 1965
at age 45. Ten years later, Cole won the first of her nine career Grammy Awards as Best New
Artist of 1975, the year she debuted with the hit “This Will Be,” which also won for Best
R&B Vocal Performance, Female. In 1991, her tribute album, “Unforgettable… With Love,”
won Album of the Year and marked a mid-career comeback. In the wake of that album’s
success, Cole kicked around ideas for a follow-up, along with her cousin, Carole, who was
also her adoptive sister. They wondered, “What else can we do that dad did that was kind of
interesting and different?” Their answer, an album of Latin standards.

Natalie Cole (continued)
Perez, her Cuban-American producer, marvels at the energy and devotion Cole poured into
the new project. At first, they hired a language coach who, coincidentally, is the daughter of
the late Olga Guillot, a revered Cuban singer who had coached Nat Cole during his Havana
sessions. But the language came so naturally to Cole, they decided formal coaching was
superfluous. “I found out she has an incredible ability to sing in Spanish phonetically, as you
can hear on the album,” says Perez. “I couldn’t believe it, she was so good, she could roll her
r’s, just unbelievable.”
Cole says her relationship with Perez was “simpático” from the start. She calls it “a perfect
partnering.” Perez, president of the newly formed Latin Songwriters Hall of Fame, sent
more than 120 songs for Cole to consider. He gave her background on all the tunes and
their composers, as well as screening clips for her from classic black-and-white movies
where some songs were featured. “Rudy had a story for every song,” says Cole, still with
excitement. “I mean his knowledge of Latin music is huge. So it’s been educational as well as
pleasurable.”
The abundance of riches made the process of elimination excruciating. In the end, a balance
was struck between songs her father had recorded (Cuba’s “Quizás, Quizás, Quizás,”
Mexico’s “Noche de Ronda”) and others specifically chosen for Cole (Argentina’s “El Día Que
Me Quieras,” Brasil’s “Mañana de Carnaval”). Latin standards such as “Bésame Mucho,”
featuring Andrea Bocelli, will be familiar to music lovers everywhere. And Americans are
sure to recognize the melodies of songs popularized in English, especially Maria Grever’s
“Cuando Vuelva A Tu Lado (What a Difference a Day Makes).”
Finally, of course, who doesn’t recognize “Oye Como Va,” the Carlos Santana/Tito Puente
salsa/rock hit? It was Cole’s personal choice, which Perez turned into a four-song tropical
medley featuring the piano of guest artist Arthur Hanlon. “Bachata Rosa,” another more
recent upbeat dance tune, features a duet with its contemporary composer, Dominican
superstar Juan Luis Guerra. The end result is a win-win, in any language. “I’m very proud of
this album and I think it does speak for itself.”

North Central College
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AN EVENING WITH JAZZ VOCALIST

Janice Borla

Friday, February 13, 8 p.m.
Presented at
Madden Theatre

171 E. Chicago Ave., Naperville

2014 - 2015 Fine Arts Performance Sponsor
This program is also
partially supported by
a grant from the Illinois
Arts Council, a state
agency, and National
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Janice Borla
PERFORMER BIOGRAPHY
Janice Borla has made the use of the voice as a jazz instrument her artistic mission. In
her recordings and performances she is known for her beautiful sound, superb technique,
adventurous repertoire and imaginative vocal improvisations.
Described as a “one-woman jazz tornado” and “genius-pure genius” by Jazz Times Magazine,
Borla has performed with such jazz talents as Clark Terry, Charlie Haden, Bunky Green and
Bobby Watson. She has presented concerts and workshops throughout the United States,
Canada, Germany and Japan, including three appearances at the Chicago Jazz Festival. Her
recording “Promises to Burn” was named one of DownBeat Magazine’s “Best CDs of 2014”
and received numerous accolades, “…Among the best, boldest and most innovative vocalists
around…” (Christopher Louden, Jazz Times).
The native Chicagoan holds a B.A. degree in music from Barat College with postgraduate
study at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. She has written articles for
DownBeat Magazine and Jazz Educators Journal, serves as judge for the annual DownBeat
Student Music Awards, and delivers clinics online through the ALIVE Project (Accessible Live
Internet Video Education). For more information visit janiceborla.com.

C ELE BRAT I N G S H A R I N G

A mutual love for the arts
Monarch Landing is proud to support the
Fine and Performing Arts programs for our neighbor
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2255 Monarch Drive • Naperville, IL 60563
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Blues at the Crossroads

Saturday, February 14, 8 p.m.
Presented at
Wentz Concert Hall

171 E. Chicago Ave., Naperville

2014 - 2015 Fine Arts Performance Sponsor
This program is also
partially supported by
a grant from the Illinois
Arts Council, a state
agency, and National
Endowment for the Arts.

Blues at the Crossroads
PERFORMER BIOGRAPHIES
Featuring Irma Thomas, Lee Fields, Eric Krasno, Alecia Chakour and The Dynamites
To pay tribute to the great soul singers of our time
Featuring song selections from such artists as James Brown, Ray Charles, Sam Cooke,
Aretha Franklin, Marvin Gaye, Al Green, Etta James, Curtis Mayfield, Wilson Pickett and Otis
Redding, among other soul legends.
Somewhere at the intersection of the blues and soul lies the Crossroads. The two popular
genres of music will meet, once again, with the third annual tour, “Blues at The Crossroads The Soul of the Blues.”
The tour encompasses approximately 15 dates throughout the United States and includes
such cities as far west as San Francisco and as far east as Roanoke, Virginia.
Blues at The Crossroads is a tribute to the great soul singers of our time, with an evening full
of covers performed by five artists who know how to do it right: Irma Thomas, Lee Fields, Eric
Krasno, Alecia Chakour and The Dynamites.
Irma Thomas
She’s the unrivaled “Soul Queen of New Orleans,” a title officially bestowed by local
officials, no less. She ranks among Crescent City R&B’s greatest and most enduring musical
ambassadors, never enjoying the coast-to-coast commercial success of contemporaries like

Blues at the Crossroads (continued)
Aretha Franklin and Etta James but nevertheless breathing the same rarified air in the minds
of many soul music aficionados. In spring 1960, Thomas would score her first hit with the
saucy debut single, “You Can Have My Husband (But Don’t Mess with My Man),” quickly
propelling her album to the No. 22 spot on the Billboard R&B chart. In the years to follow,
Thomas would put out several releases on a variety of labels, including Minit, Imperial and
Chess among others. In 1985, she was approached by a producer at Rounder Records to
make a “comeback record.” “The New Rules” appeared the following year, earning solid
reviews and selling respectably. Just a few years later, in 1991, Thomas would earn her
first-ever Grammy nomination with “Live! Simply the Best.” Her second nomination would
come 15 years after that when “After the Rain” would be nominated for Best Contemporary
Blues Album. “Simply Grand,” one of her more recent efforts, features Thomas in an acoustic
setting accompanied by a host of well-known piano players, including Dr. John, Ellis Marsalis,
Randy Newman and others. Sixty years after she first started singing, Thomas still enjoys
performing live.
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Blues at the Crossroads (continued)
Lee Fields
There aren’t too many artists making soul music today who had a release in 1969, way back
when R&B was first beginning to give the drummers some. Fields, however, is one such
artist, or maybe he’s better labeled a phenomenon. Since the late ‘60s, the North Carolina
native has amassed a prolific catalog of albums and has toured and played with such legends
as Kool & the Gang, Sammy Gordon and the Hip-Huggers, O.V. Wright, Darrell Banks and
Little Royal. With a career spanning 45 years, releases on 12 different record labels and
having toured the world over with his raucous-yet-tender voice, it’s nothing short of mindblowing that the music Fields is currently making with Brooklyn’s own Truth & Soul Records
is the best of his career. This past June, Fields released his latest CD with The Expressions
titled “Emma Jean.” With a catalogue that ranges from James Brown-style funk to lo-fi blues
to contemporary Southern soul to collaborations with French house DJ/producer Martin
Solveig, Fields has done it all. Today, with The Expressions Truth & Soul’s house band Fields
continues to evolve, enmeshed into the group’s sweeping string-laden, cinematic soul sound.
Eric Krasno
Founding member and guitarist of beloved bands Soulive and Lettuce, Krasno took his
15-plus-year career in a new direction with his first solo record, “Reminisce,” released
on Royal Family Records in 2010. “I called it ‘Reminisce’ because I felt like the record
represented many different eras and styles of music and guitar playing that influenced me
growing up,” says Krasno. “From covers like ‘Manic Depression’ to originals like ‘76’, the
record is a nod to those greats that came before me while adding our flavor to the music.”
With the Blues at the Crossroads tour, he continues to pay homage to the greats. Since
forming Soulive in 1999, Krasno, organist Neal Evans and drummer Alan Evans have toured
the globe spanning small rock clubs to major festivities in such places as Africa, Japan,
Russia, Brazil and more. With releases on Velour Recordings, Blue Note, Stax and their own
Royal Family Records, and a résumé that includes opening spots for The Rolling Stones and
Dave Matthews Band, it’s little wonder that the group has developed a reputation as one of
the most celebrated instrumental soul-funk trios in the world.

Blues at the Crossroads (continued)
Alecia Chakour
Dubbed a “breakout young artist” by the New York Times, Chakour is a blues siren. Armed
with a gritty, bellowing voice, she tells stories of love, heartbreak and struggle with the
timelessness of an old soul reincarnate. Chakour coalesces gospel harmonies and an ardent
rock and blues feel to make remarkably honest music that echoes influences such as Bobby
“Blue” Bland, Mavis Staples, The Band, Bobbie Gentry and Joe Cocker, but with a raw
vulnerability all her own. The daughter of a musician, Chakour grew up in R&B and has found
her home there. The past several years have seen her with a diverse roster of exciting artists,
most recently as a member of The Warren Haynes Band. Chakour is now preparing her first
full-length album along with her extended musical family to create a unique sound that has
been deftly described as “sultry badass-ness.”
The Dynamites
This group has evolved from a neck-jerking, backbone-slipping, high octane funk/soul freight
train to a well-rounded soul machine that takes very seriously its sacred mandate of carrying
the torch of “real” soul music forward, with plenty of the high octane backbone-slipping still
in there.
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Presented at
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partially supported by
a grant from the Illinois
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Béla Fleck and Abigail Washburn
PERFORMER BIOGRAPHIES
Sure, in the abstract, a banjo duo might seem like a musical concept beset by limitations.
But when the banjo players cast in those roles are Abigail Washburn and Béla Fleck—she
with the earthy sophistication of a postmodern, old-time singer-songwriter, and he with the
virtuosic, jazz-to-classical ingenuity of an iconic instrumentalist and composer with bluegrass
roots—it’s a different matter entirely. There’s no denying that theirs is a one-of-a-kind
pairing, with one-of-a-kind possibilities.
Fleck and Washburn have collaborated in the past, most visibly in their Sparrow Quartet
with Casey Driessen and Ben Sollee. Until last fall, though, any performances they gave as
a two-piece were decidedly informal, a pickin’ party here, a benefit show at Washburn’s
grandmother’s Unitarian church there. It was inevitable and eagerly anticipated by fans of
tradition-tweaking acoustic fare that these partners in music and life (who married in 2009)
would eventually do a full-fledged project together.
Now that Fleck, a 15-time Grammy-winner, has devoted time away from his standard-setting
jazz fusion ensemble The Flecktones to a staggeringly broad array of musical experiments,
from writing a concerto for the Nashville Symphony to exploring the banjo’s African roots to
jazz duos with Chick Corea, while Washburn has drawn critical acclaim for her solo albums,
done fascinating work in folk musical diplomacy in China, presented an original theatrical
production, contributed to singular side groups Uncle Earl and The Wu-Force and become
quite a live draw in her own right, the two decided they were ready to craft their debut album
as a duo, “Béla Fleck & Abigail Washburn” (released October 7, 2014 on Rounder Records).

Béla Fleck and Abigail Washburn (continued)
There was one other small, yet not at all insignificant factor in the timing: the birth of their
son Juno. Says Fleck, “I don’t want to be somebody that Juno sees only once in a while. We
need to be together, and this is a way we can be together a whole lot more.”
That goes for touring and album-making both. Thanks to the fact that they have a first-rate
studio on the premises, Fleck and Washburn could record at home—but that didn’t mean
it was an easy process. Consumed with caring for their new baby and perpetually sleepdeprived, they had to get resourceful in order to carve out time to cut tracks. “As long as I
could spend a few hours a day between nursings,” Washburn recalls, “we could make some
good progress on the record.”
The aim wasn’t simply to get the album done, but to make it feel satisfying and complete
using only the sounds they could coax out of their bodies and their banjos. Says Fleck, “We
didn’t want any other instruments on there, because we’re into this idea that we’re banjo
players, and that should be enough.”
Washburn and Fleck didn’t confine themselves to playing their usual workhorses, her Ome
Jubilee and his pre-war Gibson Mastertone Style 75. Between them, they used seven
different banjos in all, including a cello banjo, a ukulele banjo that technically belongs to Juno
and a baritone banjo that Fleck commissioned specifically for this album. A giggling Juno is
the only other person who appears anywhere on the album.

Béla Fleck and Abigail Washburn (continued)
From track to track, Washburn and Fleck are a nimble band unto themselves. There’s a ton
going on rhythmically, tonally and melodically, to say nothing of breathtaking ballads that
showcase the way Washburn caresses a lyric with the hearty yet elegant empathy of her
vocals. Fleck’s singing harmony on a couple of tracks, too, something he hasn’t had the
chance to do since his New Grass Revival days.
Juno gets to hear plenty of his parents’ rehearsals and sound checks, since he accompanies
them to folk festivals, arts centers and theaters all across the country. But he’s typically
already asleep in his very own bunk on the bus before the shows start.
Washburn and Fleck playfully embrace the notion that they’ve become a family band. And
at home, on stage or on record, it’s their deep bond, on top of the way their distinct musical
personalities and banjo styles interact, that makes theirs a picking partnership unlike any
other on the planet.

You can visit us at
bangkokvillage.com
or call for reservation at
630-369-9757
Not valid with other promotion or offer.
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Robin Spielberg
PERFORMER BIOGRAPHY
Robin Spielberg is one of America’s most beloved pianist/composers. With an impressive tour
schedule and hundreds of thousands of recordings sold, this Steinway Artist has been winning
the hearts of listeners around the world with her compelling melodies and sensitive piano
technique since debuting her first recording of original solos for piano, “Heal of the Hand.”
A prolific composer, Spielberg has 16 recordings to her credit and appears on more than 40
compilations around the world. Her discography includes albums of original piano solos,
arrangements of American standards, original pieces for piano/ensemble, recordings for the
holidays, a CD of Americana melodies and a CD of lullabies. A brand new CD of original piano
solos will be released in April.
Spielberg is currently on tour with her award-winning memoir, “Naked on the Bench: My
Adventures in Pianoland” (Spobs Music Publications) and performing book release concerts
which incorporate excerpts from her book within the concert setting. The memoir, which
was featured on numerous NPR stations and in book clubs nationwide, demystifies the
process of building a concert career and tells what is unexpected in the life of a touring
musician. The Kirkus Review calls the book “A well-paced musical memoir about the value
of perseverance.” The book has been released in softcover, e-book and audiobook formats,
with Spielberg as reader (amazon.com) and won a gold medal in the 2014 Reader’s Choice
International Book Contest.
Spielberg began her concert career in 1996. She made her Carnegie Hall debut in a sold-out
performance at the Weill Recital Hall in 1997 and has performed there twice since. Other
memorable performances include a guest spot on the PBS television special, “The Soul of
Christmas: A Celtic Music Celebration” with Thomas Moore; live performances on “CBS
Saturday Morning,” “Good Morning Arizona,” “Life Time Live,” “CBS New Orleans,” a private
concert for the factory workers at the Steinway & Sons historic piano factory in New York
and a month-long concert tour through rural Montana in 2007.
Popular with Asian audiences, Spielberg has released two CDs in Korea and is on several
compilations on Asian labels. She has toured South Korea making concert appearances
at the renowned Seoul Arts Center, LG Arts Center and KBS Hall. She recorded a special
concert for Airiang TV which aired throughout Asia.
In the field of dance, The West Florida Youth Ballet choreographed a program of dance works
based on her music, ballroom waltzes were choreographed to her pieces “Walk with Me”
and “A Song for Jennie” on PBS’ “Great American Ballroom Challenge.” University ballroom
teams, including The BYU Dance Team, have toured with her work, and international ballroom
competitions have utilized her music for the compulsory waltz portion of competitions.
Spielberg graduated with high honors and a BFA from New York University. She is a
founding member of the Tony Award-winning Atlantic Theater Company. She resides in rural
Pennsylvania with her husband/business partner and their teenaged daughter. Spielberg is a
celebrity spokesperson for the American Music Therapy Association.
Visit RobinSpielberg.com for more information.
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THEATREWORKS USA

“Curious George”
THE GOLDEN MEATBALL

Artistic Director

Producing Director

Barbara Pasternack

Ken Arthur

Original Music by John Kavanaugh
Book and Lyrics by Jeremy Desmon
Based on the books by Margret and H.A. Rey
and the play owned by Universal Stage Productions

Scenic Design

Costume Design

Michael Schweikardt

Tracy Christenson

Music Supervisor and
Vocal Arrangements

Casting

Original Director
and Choreographer

Stage Manager

Caroline Kaiser

Marcia Milgrom
Dodge

Sariva Goetz
Michael Friedlander

Director and Choreographer
Josh Walden
CAST
(alphabetical by role)
Chef Pisghetti & Others.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Drew Helton
Curious George .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Max Joseph
Doorman & Others .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Emily Nash
The Man With the Yellow Hat & Others.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Dan Beckmann
Netti & Others.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Jackie Nuzzo
Phinneas & Others.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  RB Embleton
Copyright © 2014 by Universal Studios. Curious George and related characters, created by Margret and H.A. Rey, are copyrighted and trademarked
by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company and used under license. Created and produced by special arrangement with Universal Stage
Productions and Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved.
Original production of “Curious George Live!: The Golden Meatball” was produced by VEE Corporation in association with Universal Stage
Productions and Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company.
The character Curious George, including without limitation the character’s name and any variations, translations or local versions thereof and the
character’s likenesses, are registered trademarks of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company.
“Curious George: The Golden Meatball” is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International, New York, NY
Please check the houseboard for any program changes.
This program from Theatreworks USA is supported, in part, with public funds from the National Endowment for the Arts, the New York State Council
on the Arts, a state agency, and the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in
partnership with the City Council.
The actors and stage manager
employed in this production are
members of Actors’ Equity Association,
the union of professional actors and
stage managers in the United States.

The Director and
Choreographer are members
of the STAGE DIRECTORS
AND CHOREOGRAPHERS
SOCIETY, a national
theatrical labor union.

THEATREWORKS USA (continued)
MUSICAL NUMBERS
“Curious George Theme Song”.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Company
“Special Delivery”..  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Delivery Trio
“A Dash Of Joy” .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Chef, Netti, Cooks
“Who’s Got Time?” .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Phinneas, Chef, Netti, Crowd
“Special Delivery Reprise #1”.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Delivery Duet
“Golden Meatball”.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Man With the Yellow Hat, Netti
“Special Delivery Reprise #2”.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Delivery Solo
“George Goes to Rome/Curious George Theme Song Reprise #1” .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Company
“That’s How You Know You’re in Rome” .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Italian Painters/ American Tourist
“Go, Monkey, Go”.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Company
“The Contest Part 1”.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Company
“The Contest Part 2/ Keep Your Eye On the Ball”.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Company
“Judging (That’s A Meatball)”.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Company

THEATREWORKS USA (continued)
CAST AND CREW BIOGRAPHIES
Max Joseph (Curious George)
Selected credits: “Sweeney Todd” (Cain Park), “High School Musical” (Enlightened Theatrics),
“Peter Pan” (Mercury Summer Stock), “Shrek” (Mercury Summer Stock), “Tommy” (BC/EFA),
as well as many concerts around New York City. TV: “Royal Pains” (USA). BFA from Boston
Conservatory. For my dad, always. MaxJoseph.net; Twitter: @Maxwell_Joseph.
Dan Beckmann (Man With The Yellow Hat)
Beckmann is an actor freshly transplanted from Minneapolis to NYC. He is honored to be a
part of this production, bringing these immortal characters to life all across the United States
(and Canada!). Enjoy the show!
Jeremy Desmond (Book & Lyrics)
Desmond is an award-winning musical theatre bookwriter whose stories have played to
audiences around the world. “The Girl in the Frame,” seen in more than a dozen productions,
earned him the prestigious Edward Kleban Prize as America’s most promising Musical Theatre
Bookwriter. “Pump Up The Volume,” his adaptation of the 1990 film, has been developed at
Goodspeed Musicals and The Human Race Theatre. He is also known for the high school jukebox
musical, “Cyrano de BurgerShack,” the wildly imaginative comedy “I See London, I See France:
The Underwear Musical” and the topical “Virtually Me,” recently on tour with Theatreworks
USA. In addition, Desmond has written “family theatrical” touring arena shows for some of
the world’s most recognizable characters, including Disney Live’s “Mickey’s Music Festival!,”
Universal’s “Curious George Live!” and Sesame Workshop’s “Elmo Rocks!” He’s written multiple
editions of the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus and recently completed new
adaptations of Disney’s “Tangled” and Pixar’s “Brave” for Disney On Ice’s worldwide tour.

THEATREWORKS USA (continued)
John Kavanaugh (Original Music)
Kavanaugh is serving as songwriter/musical director for Disney’s brand new princess, “Sofia
The First.” He took home the Daytime Emmy Award for Outstanding Song: Main Title for
“Sofia The First.” His music can also be heard in several animated features - Disney’s hit
“Winnie The Pooh” movie, “Springtime with Roo” and the Nickelodeon musical
“Globehunters: An Around the World in 80 Days Adventure,” which includes the song “Be
Where You Are” featuring Chaka Kahn. With lyricist Marcy Heisler, Kavanaugh wrote
“Joseph’s Lullaby” especially for Michael Crawford, featured on Crawford’s album “On
Eagle’s Wings” for Atlantic Records. He wrote music and lyrics to the theme for the 2003
Special Olympics, “You’re The Dream” recorded by the Walt Disney Records star Myra, and
has written songs for the award-winning television show “Sesame Street.”
Marcia Milgrom Dodge (Original Director/Choreographer)
Milgrom Dodge is a highly acclaimed director and choreographer, whose work has been
seen throughout the United States, in Canada, England, Asia, Denmark and the Middle East.
Dodge’s celebrated 2009 Kennedy Center revival of “Ragtime” moved to Broadway after its
sold-out run in Washington, D.C.. She earned a Tony® Award Nomination for Best Director of
a Musical and won the Helen Hayes Award for Outstanding Direction of a Resident Musical.
Dodge is also a teacher, wife, mother, proud executive board member of the Stage Directors
and Choreographers Society and published and produced playwright. For more, visit
marciamilgromdodge.com.
THEATREWORKS USA (Producer)
Founded in 1961, THEATREWORKS USA is America’s foremost professional theatre for young
and family audiences. Its mission is to create imaginative and thought- provoking shows
that are educational, entertaining and thought-provoking. Their 2014-2015 touring repertoire
includes “Charlotte’s Web,” “A Christmas Carol,” “Click, Clack, Moo,” “Curious George,” “Fly
Guy & Other Stories,” “Freedom Train,” “Junie B. Jones,” “Skippyjon Jones,” “The Lightning
Thief,” “The Teacher From the Black Lagoon & Other Story Books” and “We The People.”
Theatreworks’ honors include a Drama Desk Award, Off-Broadway’s Lucille Lortel Award,
the Jonathan Larson Performing Arts Foundation Award, the William M. Dawson Award for
Programmatic Excellence given by the Association of Performing Arts Presenters and the
Medal of Honor from the Actors’ Fund of America. Visit TWUSA.org.
Actors’ Equity Association
Founded in 1913, the Association represents more than 45,000 actors and stage managers in
the United States. Equity, which negotiates wages and working conditions, providing a wide
range of benefits, including health and pension plans. Equity seeks to foster the art of live
theatre as an essential component of our society. Visit actorsequity.org.
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Member of Naperville Test Track

Check out our huge inventory & latest incentives
online at ContinentalAcura.com!
Continental Acura of Naperville
2275 Aurora Avenue | Naperville, IL 60540
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North Central College thanks our 2014-2015 Fine and Performing Arts season sponsors.
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BUSINESSES:
CONTINENTAL ACURA
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LIMOS WITHOUT LIMITS
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ANGELI’S
1478 E. Chicago Ave., Naperville
630-420-1370 • angeliscatering.com
THE BANGKOK VILLAGE
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BD’S MONGOLIAN GRILL
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CATCH 35
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630-717-3500 • catch35.com
CUISINE DE SAIGON
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218 S. Washington St., Naperville
630-428-8400 • flattopgrill.com
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199 S. Main St., Naperville
630-428-2111 • giordanos.com

COURTYARD BY MARRIOTT
1155 E. Diehl Rd., Naperville
630-505-0550 • marriott.com

HEAVEN ON SEVEN
224 S. Main St., Naperville
630-717-0777 • heavenonseven.com

FAIRFIELD INN & SUITES
1820 Abriter Ct., Naperville
630-577-1820 • marriott.com/chifn

HUGO’S
55 S. Main St., Naperville
630-548-3764 • hugosfrogbar.com

HAMPTON INN
1087 E. Diehl Rd., Naperville
800-639-0019 • hamptoninn.hilton.com

KUMA’S
216 S. Washington St., Naperville
630-369-8500 • kumas.us

HARRISON HOUSE
26 N. Eagle St., Naperville
630-420-1117 • harrisonhousebb.com

MESÓN SABIKA
1025 Aurora Ave., Naperville
630-983-3000 • mesonsabika.com

HILTON LISLE/NAPERVILLE
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630-505-0900 • hiltonlislenaperville.com

SULLIVAN’S STEAKHOUSE
244 South Main Street, Naperville
630-305-0230 • sullivanssteakhouse.com

HYATT HOUSE
27554 Maecliff Dr., Warrenville
630-836-2960
chicagowarrenville.house.hyatt.com
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BEST WESTERN
1617 Naperville Rd., Naperville
630-505-0200 • bestwestern.com

HYATT PLACE
27576 Maecliff Dr., Warrenville
630-836-9800
chicagowarrenville.place.hyatt.com

CHICAGO MARRIOTT NAPERVILLE
1801 Naper Blvd., Naperville
630-505-4900
chicagomarriottnaperville.com

SHERATON LISLE
3000 Warrenville Road., Lisle
630-505-1000
starwoodhotels.com/sheraton

COUNTRY INN & SUITES
1837 Center Point Circle, Naperville
630-505-3353 countryinns.com/
napervilleil

SPRINGHILL SUITES
4305 Weaver Pkwy., Warrenville
630-393-0400 • springhillwarrenville.com
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630 - 637-SHOW (7469)

SCHOENHERR GALLERY
Kloczkowski Luberda

Curated by: Charles Gniech
Executive Producer: Cheryl Jefferson
Co-Producer: Richard Laurent
February 9 - April 4
Reception: Friday, February 13, 6:30-9 p.m.
The exhibit features some of the country’s most
accomplished artists working with noted curator
and painter Charles Gniech, author and TED
speaker Cheryl Jefferson and award-winning
painter Richard Laurent. “Breaking Criminal
Traditions” is an exploration of human rights and
criminal traditions as seen through the eyes of
fine artists. This culmination of work is an effort
to create awareness of centuries-old rituals and
new patterns of injustice and violence growing
in all cultures today.
Laurent

ADDRESS AND HOURS
Schoenherr Gallery is open to the public
and located in the Fine Arts Center,
171 E. Chicago Ave.
Hours:
- 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Tuesday through Friday
- 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday and Saturday
- Noon to 5 p.m. Sunday
- One hour before most performances in
the Fine Arts Center
Visit northcentralcollege.edu/show
for dates and times of artist receptions.

Harrison House Bed & Breakfast
26 N. Eagle St. Naperville, IL
630-420-1117
www.harrisonhousebb.com
Stay with us & walk to all NCC events!

630 - 637-SHOW (7469)

“Breaking Criminal Traditions”

For ticket information call the Box Office
at 630-637-SHOW (7469) or visit northcentralcollege.edu/show

